
Horticulture and
Garden Design
Education News

SAC Ayr Campus at Auchincruive

Horticulture Newsletter - May 09
SAC is a charity registered in Scotland, No. SCO03712

Ayr Campus Horticulture and Garden Design
students Study Tour to Ireland

Students and staff on the HND Horticulture and Garden Design courses at
the Ayr Campus have recently returned from a study tour to Ireland. Some
of the finest gardens and nurseries in Ireland were visited and the students
had the opportunity to see a range of different career opportunities and
learn something of the work involved from the gardeners and production
managers.

The first garden visited was Belfast
Botanic Gardens where the curator
discussed the public role of the
garden with its Victorian style
plantings of flower beds, its use for
events and the important features
like the 19th century Palm House
and Tropical Ravine House.

This was followed by Seaforde
Gardens with its plants from the far
East collected over the past 40
years. South of Dublin Kilruddery,
one of the earliest gardens in
Ireland is being restored by a very
energetic and knowledgeable head
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Display glasshouse at

Belfast Botanic Gardens

Kilruddery Gardens one of the oldest

in Ireland. Restored formal garden.

Ayr Campus Horticulture and Garden Design
students to plant specimen Magnolia Trees
at Dumfries House

Dumfries House was built by the famous Scottish Architect Robert Adam in
the 18th Century and contains a unique collection of Chippendale Furniture.
It is now owned by Prince Charles's Great Steward of Scotland Trust. The
house opened to the public last year and second year Horticulture and
Garden Design students helped prepare for the opening by planting up
formal beds in front of the house with pyramid ewes and lavender. This
year another planting project was planned to help make an area of the
estate suitable for picnics and also provide flowers for use in floral displays
in the house.

While this project will go ahead, it has been interrupted for the coming
week. This is because two mature Magnolia grandiflora are being delivered
from Italy for planting in front of the house. Being asked to plant these for
the Trust gives the opportunity to the students to plant and underground
stake large, root balled trees. It will also require precision and care to
ensure the trees re placed precisely and match on either side of the house
entrance.

http://www.dumfries-house.org.uk/





gardener. Designed by a student of Le Notre, who designed the gardens at
Versailles, it is a garden of classical symmetry and other features like the
Sylvan Theatre.

Close by two further gardens were visited;
Mount Usher, whose design was inspired
by William Robinson whose ideas of the 'wild
garden' evolved into the English Cottage
Garden. Trees and shrubs planted in
irregular layouts with dense under planting
makes a fascinating garden to explore. The
group then returned to a much more formal
style of garden design at Powerscourt
which is famous for its Italianate Garden.
The final garden visited during the four days
of the tour was Talbot Botanic Garden at
Malahide Castle. A garden specialising in
plants from the Southen Hemisphere it was
on a smaller scale than the other gardens
and perhaps provided design ideas for
plantings on a scale more useable in typical
back gardens of Scotland.

In between garden visits the group also visited several nurseries. A
mushroom grower was a must as it has been an important crop in Ireland
for many years. This was followed by Tully's nursery that provides trees and
shrubs for the landscape and garden centre market. A modern, mechanised
nursery the students saw efficient plant production to a very high standard
of husbandry. New selections being introduced to the market were also
shown to the group. Glasshouse nurseries producing sweet peppers,
strawberries, pot plants and herbs were also visited. The investment in
modern glass and equipment was very impressive and the students also
learnt about the use of biological control to prevent pests.

Unfortunately the weather was not
good during the visit to Ireland but
the quality of the gardens and
growers visited and the knowledge
and enthusiasm of our hosts meant
that not only did the group learn a
lot during the tour but also enjoyed
the visits despite the weather.

Peter MacDonald

10 May 2009

Even the rain didn’t spoil the tour!

Mount Usher

Ayr Campus students design and plant garden
for Biggart Hospital, Prestwick.

As one of their design projects, second year HND Garden Design students
were asked to design a courtyard garden to be used by recovering stroke
victims at the Biggart Hospital, Prestwick.

The design brief included the need for different path surfaces to practice
walking on, a secluded area, a glasshouse and raised beds for patients to
grow their own plants and permanent plantings of fragrant plants. The design
by Gillian Jack was selected by the hospital and she gained valuable
experience by supervising the construction of the garden and trouble
shooting to overcome difficulties in transferring the design from the plan to
the ground.

Following the con-
struction of the paths
and raised beds the
Horticulture and Garden
Design students taking
the Landscape Practices
module visited
Craigmarloch Nurseries,
Kilsyth, to select the
plants. Craigmarloch
supplies plants to
landscapers and garden
centres with plants
sourced not only from
Scotland but from across
Europe. Most of the
plants specified by Gillian were available but again good experience was
gained by the students in having to identify suitable alternatives when the
original choice was unavailable.

A week after the plants were purchased the students took them to the
Biggart and planted them out as required by the plan. A few elements of
the garden remain to be completed, mainly the construction of the
glasshouse, but the patients will soon have access to this new resource
and the Occupational Therapists are looking forward to seeing the benefits
of this new resource. The students are looking forward to returning for the
formal opening to see how their efforts are being used and appreciated.

This project is an example of how students have the opportunity to get
involved in real projects while on their courses and gain confidence in working
with clients and overseeing the implementation of their designs.
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