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Animal Disease is an Ever Changing Picture

Background

In recent years we have seen an upsurge in cases of
liver fluke disease in cattle and sheep (see Fig 1). We
have also seen an increase in parasitic gastro-enteritis
(PGE) in sheep. The pig industry has seen two new
diseases PMWS and PRRS. Poultry farmers are very
concerned about the new strain of avian flu.
Monitoring these trends is called “disease
surveillance”.

SAC Veterinary Services

The eight SAC Veterinary Disease Surveillance
Centres in Scotland work in partnership with the local
veterinary practices to:

e Assist veterinary surgeons in practice obtain a
specific diagnosis in the case of a disease
outbreak.

e Provide information on disease trends to alert
veterinary surgeons, farmers and government
to new and emerging disease and changes in
the occurrence of existing disease of animals.

How to use the service

You may have made use of this service already. For
example your veterinary surgeon may have taken
blood samples, swabs or dung samples from your
animals and sent them to one of our Disease
Surveillance Centres. In addition these Centres offer a
comprehensive post mortem examination service.
This service is the heavily subsidised by the
Government so that a full examination costs between
£20 and £40 for a sheep or abortion material, including
disposal of the carcase. The rules of thumb to decide

S\Acess through Knowledge

when a carcase should be submitted to the laboratory
for a post mortem examination are:
e More than one death in a group in a week.
e Series of unexplained deaths or illness.
e Over 3% of flocks/herd abort on more than
one abortion per week.
e Failure of response to veterinary treatment.

If you require to use the post mortem service, you
should first contact your vet and they will alert the
appropriate laboratory to the fact that you are bringing
in material for examination. The benefit of an accurate
diagnosis can be considerable when it allows
appropriate and effective treatment of disease.

Contact point: Brian Hosie, Veterinary Services, SAC
T: 01315353138

E: Brian.Hosie@sac.co.uk

W: www.sac.ac.uk
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SAC Veterinary Services Disease Surveillance Centres

ABERDEEN:

Mill of Craibstone, Bucksburn, Aberdeen AB21 9TB
Tel: 01224 711177 Fax: 01224 711284

Email: vcaberdeen@sac.co.uk

INVERNESS:

Drummondhill, Stratherrick Roaed, Inverness V2 4JZ
Tel: 01463 243030 Fax: 014603 711103

Email: vcinverness@sac.co.uk

AYR:
Auchincruive, Ayr KA6 5AE
Tel: 01292 520318 Fax: 01292 5213069

Email: vcayr@sac.co.uk

PERTH:

5 Bertha Park View, Perth. PH1 3FZ
Tel: 01738 629167 Fax: 01738 643198
Email: vcperth@sac.co.uk

DUMFRIES:

St.Mary’s Industrial Estate, Dumfries DG1 1DX
Tel: 01387 267260 Fax: 01387 250028

Email: vedumfries@sac.co.uk

ST.BOSWELLS:

Greycrook, St. Boswells, Roxburghshire TD6 OEU
Tel: 01835 822456 Fax: 01835 823643

Email: vcstboswells@sac.co.uk

EDINBURGH:

Allan Watt Building

Bush Estate, Penicuik EH26 0QE

Tel: 0131 535 3130 Fax: 0131 535 3131
Email: vcedinburgh@sac.co.uk

THURSO:

Janetstown, Thurso KW14 7XF

Tel: 01847 892602 Fax: 10847 896355
Email: vcthurso@sac.co.uk

Figure 1

Liver Fluke Outbreaks as %age of diagnosable submissions
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