Ergot Survey 2005

In autumn 2005, a survey was undertaken as part of a campaign funded by SEERAD to
determine the importance of ergot in Scotland. The results are based on twenty five
replies from growers and grain trade representatives.
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The survey results suggest ergot is a greater problem in spring barley than in winter
wheat. Decanter is affected more than other varieties, taking over from Maresi. It is not
clear from the survey if this is due to varietal susceptibility or that this variety is grown
most on mixed farms where grass hosts, particularly ryegrass are most common. The
survey provides a useful basis for further research into the susceptibility of spring barley
varieties to ergot.

A Technical note will be written in 2006 describing the biology, practical measures to
minimise the risk and options on dealing with ergot in grain.

Simon Oxley 2 March 2006.



