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Selling at non-MV
accredited sales -
watch your status

MYV accredited stock sold at non-MV accredited sales
immediately lose their MV accredited status on unloading

at the sale. This is because there is a significant risk that the
sheep could become infected at the sale. Remember any MV
accredited sheep not sold and returned home cannot be added
back to the MV accredited flock.. These sheep must pass

two qualifying tests, six to 12 months apart, whilst kept in
isolation from all other sheep.
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Apart from
inadequate fences and
gates other risks are
from:

* Blood contaminated equipment such as needles,
tattooing equipment, taggers, and dosing guns. Use
separate equipment if you have non-accredited stock.

*  Housing MV and non MV stock in same airspace.

*  Grazing- minimum 7 day gap after grazing with non-
MYV accredited stock.

* Handling facilities and transport — clean and disinfect
thoroughly between MV and non-MV.

* Semen and embryos must be from MV accredited
animals- check before use.

*  Colostrum - only use colostrum from MV accredited
stock. Can use cow colostrum.

Added sheep must
a) come from another MV accredited flock.

b) Be quarantined and pass 2 qualifying tests 6 to 12
months apart.

There must be a minimum of a two metre (six foot) gap
between MV accredited and non-MYV accredited sheep

at all times. MV accredited sheep should be kept as far
apart from non-MYV accredited sheep as possible. It is
important not to forget the gates as single gates between
MYV accredited and non-MYV accredited sheep are NOT
acceptable. You must ensure that animals cannot stray off
or onto the holding.

The success of the MV accreditation scheme relies on the rules
being followed. Flock owners invest considerable amounts of
money in having accredited sheep. Breaches of rules not only
affect sheep in the flock but also all other sheep they come into
contact with. Random flock inspections are undertaken as part
of the accreditation scheme.

The PSGHS Office must be informed if there has been

a breach in flock security so they can guide you on the
procedures required in order to retain or regain status.

The above points have been extracted from the Rules and
Conditions for the MV Accreditation Scheme which all
members have been issued with. They can also be accessed
on the PSGHS website at http://www.sac.ac.uk/mainrep/pdfs/
mvrulespdf.

Details for PSGHS web pages

To increase the value of your membership and to help you
in the marketing of stock PSGHS are developing web pages
detailing accredited members.

What are the benefits to me?

1. Breeders often seek to find stock of similar health status.
If your details are on the PSGHS web pages with your
contact details and perhaps a link to your own web
address it is likely to create marketing opportunities.

2. Shows and sales have to check health status of stock
entered and accessing this data on the web will simplify
procedures.

3. You can download your health status report prior to
attending shows and sales.

Putting your details on the web pages is voluntary. To date
25% of the membership of PSGHS have signed up.

If you want to be included in the PSGHS web page please
sign the consent form enclosed and return it to the office.

Scrapie Monitoring
Scheme (SMS) - no
more free sampling
of fallen stock

Members need to note that from January 2011 there will be
changes in the sampling of fallen sheep and goats for TSEs.
Responsibility will move from RPA to Animal Health.

There will not be the usual outlet through FSS where, up
to now, it has been possible to get sheep/goats tested for nil
cost.

However SMS members still need to test the requisite
number of fallen stock, but at their cost.

A list of centres where carcases can be sent for sampling and
testing is available on www.sac.co.uk/sghs

Risks to MV
accredited flocks

Testing in the MV accreditation scheme identifies evidence
of infection in around three MV accredited flocks each year.
This year we have seen more breakdowns in accredited flocks
and another three in sheep undergoing qualifying tests. This
is good evidence that there is more disease among non-
accredited flocks. Consider how you can reduce the risk of
disease in your flock.

The risk of a breakdown with MV is over two times higher
in flocks with non-MV accredited sheep on the same holding
compared to holdings with solely MV accredited stock. Is
now the time to run only MV accredited sheep? However
holdings with solely MV accredited stock are at risk if there
is inadequate biosecurity. Think about your fences and gates.

Remember that MV virus is spread through close nose-to-
nose contact via aerosol droplets from the respiratory tract.

Therefore MV accredited stock must not come into contact
with non-MV accredited stock at any time.




