
Bleeding Calf Syndrome

Or

Bovine Neonatal Pancytopenia

Or

Idiopathic Haemorrhagic Diathesis
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Bovine Neonatal Pancytopenia

ÅSmall numbers of calves dying with 

extensive unexplained haemorrhage in 

2007 and 2008 in south east Scotland

ÅGuidance issued to VIOs in Scotland re.

sample collection for investigation in 2007

ÅThird calf to die of haemorrhagic enteritis 

from one beef suckler farm was submitted 

on 10/4/2009, aged18 days

ïFemoral bone marrow almost devoid of blood 

producing cells.



Bovine Neonatal Pancytopenia

ÅCase definition / description

Calf under one month of age showing 

unexplained haemorrhage or found to have 

extensive unexplained haemorrhage at post 

mortem examination.  BVDV negative.

ÅSuggested by 

ïHaematology

ÅConfirmed by

ïBone marrow histology:  trilineage hypoplasia 

with <25% of expected haematopoietic cells



Bovine Neonatal Pancytopenia

ÅTypical findings ïlive calf

ïBleeding from nose, rectum, ear tags and 

injection sites

ïProfound anaemia, leucopenia and 

thrombocytopenia with unremarkable PTT and 

OSPT

ÅNo evidence of RBC regeneration



Bovine Neonatal Pancytopenia

ÅTypical findings ïpost mortem examination

ïEvidence of external haemorrhage

ïExtensive haemorrhage into muscles and joints

ïHaemorrhage into body cavities, into the wall of 

the gastrointestinal tract and into the lumen of 

the small intestine

ïHaemorrhage around and into the brain

ïHaemorrhage at any site possible 
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